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Visit to St George’s Park, Port Elizabeth P J W Danks

In February 2011 my wife, Elizabeth, and | visited Port Elizabeth,and called into the St George’s ground, the
cricket home of the Eastern Province Cricket Club. After being made welcome by the car park attendant,

| was extremely fortunate in that the first person | met was Keith Hadden. | say fortunate because Keith is
the resident scorer for all matches at the ground and the lead tutor for scorer students in Port Elizabeth.

Keith’'s scorebox is situated one floor below the Press Box in a building overlooking the stumps - a perfect
view with sight of the scoreboard and display board; the players’ dressing room is in the adjacent building
with their access to the pitch very handily placed.

8 scorers are involved with the scoring of Provincial and Test matches and ODIs.

In the scorebox Keith sits on the extreme right looking out on to the pitch and computer scores for Cricinfo;
to his left are 2 manual scorers, a computer scorer and the producer who decides what statistics are to be
shown on the display board. Behind them sits the ‘spotter’, the person who identifies players and other
unusual events. The spotter tells the scorers what has happened with every delivery bowled, including the
zone into which any scoring shot is made. Checks are made after each over.

Two scorers are located In the Press Box and from their position directly above the official scorers they can
observe the match umpires signalling to the official scorers. From my experiences scoring for the ECB in
press boxes in England | appreciate what a huge benefit this is; press boxes are often in different parts of
the ground and umpires do not always signal to boththe official and the Press Box scorers as | well know.
Another plus with this system is easy access if queries occur; the press box scorers are in direct contact
with the score box via walkie-talkie radios.

The spotter relays the outcome of each and every ball delivered to the press scorers via the radio.

Prior to visiting the scorebox we walked around the ground where there are many records of key events in
South African cricket with the D’Oliveira affair being well covered.

Keith had a surprise for us when we returned to the scorebox, for
when we looked up to the display board, we saw a message which
read Welcome to Peter and Elizabeth Danks. Thank you very much
Keith for that — it will be a lasting memory of our visit to your ground.

Keith and his team conduct training courses for potential scorers in
Port Elizabeth. The current emphasis is on providing training for the
developmental regions, those areas where cricket is being introduced
for the first time. The linear method is being taught. Training is also
provided for existing scorers who still use the traditional box or book

method to convert them to the national linear method. | know some N 7
tutors who believe the linear method should be taught to new students " % il
in England. : R olnvestec

After visiting the scorebox we met David Emslie, the CEO at the

ground, Peter Muzzel, the Cricket South Africa pitch consultant and
Norman Gerber for a drink. Norman told us of important dates and hy 7 4 | Peter Danks
events in the history of the St George’s Park Ground including that: = ‘ —

Port Elizabeth CC is the oldest cricket club in South Africa, being formed in 1843.
In 1889 South Africa played their first Test match against England here; the visitors won in 2 days.

!
!
I The first Rugby Test was played here in 1891 with England again the victors.
I The first Women'’s Test was played here in 1960
!
!

The last Test prior to isolation and the first Test after isolation were both played here.

Graham and Peter Pollock were two famous players belonging to N
the club. g E:

Before returning home we visited Newlands to see Cape Cobras
(from Cape Town) play Chevrolet Warriors (from Port Elizabeth)
in the Standard Bank Domestic Pro 20.

Owais Shah won the game for the Cobras with a not out half
century.

View from the St George’s Park score box
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John Proctor recalls this entry was originally advised in our early ACU&S correspondence courses and was intended
to prevent entries being made in error in the record of that retired batsman.

‘| have used the notation, entered in the "How Out" columns a note in pencil of "retired not out" and the time of that.

If that batsman returns later then his innings record continues with the entries being made after the vertical line thus
showing there was a break in continuity; remember to insert another time for the commencement of his new innings.
The entries in the split Fall of Wicket box makes it obvious which batsman, the team score at that time etc.
Remember a marginal note is useful too, probably entered alongside the relevant over in the End of Over record.

Not a problem in linear!

Cathy Rawson uses a single & broken diagonal line when scoring in a box type scoring record but otherwise records
the incident as described by John and agrees that there is no problem when using a linear scoring system

Mike Turner discovered, particularly when scoring indoor cricket when batsmen retire not out on reaching 25, that this
practice was pretty much essential in order to lessen the chances of mistakenly recording runs against a batsman who
wasn’t even on the field.

He has taken this principle to another level as he describes below:

Because some of our players were focussed on wickets falling straight after a drinks break | adapted it to indicate any
break in a batsman’s innings as it enabled me to see at a glance if there really was a pattern.

I've also found it helps as a visual indication when working out the length of time of a batsman’s innings, reminding me
to deduct the length of the interval or interruption.

What | do is draw two vertical lines in black (so no chance of them being mistaken for singles as | score using colours)
from top to bottom of the row for the batsman’s run tally and | sandwich in between them an appropriate abbreviation:

RTD (Retired) RN (Rain) As an example ‘Drinks’ = ||E||
LCH (Lunch) TEA, , etc. ISI

| often used to struggle to correctly calculate the length of time of a batsman’s innings when it overlapped 2 or more
intervals or interruptions or a return after retirement. What | do now at any interruption is to calculate a theoretical
start time should the batsman have batted without a break and note that in pencil alongside the genuine start time.

For example: A batsman’s innings starts at 11.00; there is a 3 minute interval for drinks halfway through the session;
| pencil in a start time for that batsman of 11.03; he’s still batting at Lunch, which lasts 40 minutes; note a new start
time of 11.43; he’s out at 13.50; take 11.43 from 13.50, so his innings has lasted 2 hours 7 minutes, or 127 minutes.

I've found that doing this for each batsman’s innings and for the innings as a whole helps me to avoid mistakes with
doing arithmetic calculations under pressure when a batsman is dismissed.
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