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When it comes to cricket, | am lucky. Have | mentioned | have scored at Lord’s? For Australia, no less.
On the flip side, | spent time under a table this season as a match went on through a shower and the
paper was spotted with raindrops. How else could | score a cricket match...

Itis 4am. My feet are cold and | have 3, maybe 4, layers of clothing around me. Two gloves on one
hand, just one on the right. The gas for the patio heater, so effective 2 days before, has run out. | am
scoring a cricket match in the dark of an August night. In front of me are 23 tired men, and one tired
lady, from Blunham Cricket Club, or rather a selection of them as whilst the Pink team are bowling, the
Purple team are batting in their 14" innings and many of them are using the free time to sleep. For those
still awake it is a short run-up, a ball bowled and the batsman playing it defensively. The next ball much
the same. Overs raced through with the odd hit into the outfield for an easy single, maybe a boundary.

Few runs are taken quickly as, with the clock reaching 90 hours, energy levels are fading. The
occasional shout of ‘what am | on, scorer?’ breaks the silence.

Blunham CC is the British home of World Record attempts. Their first attempt in 2008 saw just over 59%
hours of continuous play. The intervening 24 months have seen teams in Australia & New Zealand push
the mark first to 67 and then to 100 hours; over 4 days of non-stop cricket. Blunham want the record
back before the Ashes series. Unlike our southern hemisphere cousins, foul weather is much more of a
threat. Whilst England and Pakistan managed little play at Lord’s, Blunham played on. Their
determination to get the record back and raise money both for themselves and several charities meant
they played in over 20 hours of rain. One umpire, who is familiar with all the weather which the Lake
District fells can throw at him, said he had never been so wet than when he stood that Thursday
afternoon.

My initial arrival found a Pavilion busy with a Friday evening crowd, plus a live band in a field behind.
Most were watching the cricket and the bar was making good money. After chatting for a while and
signing in as a witness, | took over the book. It was hectic to follow. 55 overs in 2% hours is rare in any
form of cricket, but with every bowler using a short run and plenty of dot balls, time to stop & think was
at a premium. Well served with tea | pressed on. Dom Aloia hit a century, Benny Howard a 50 (a first in
his life, he claimed) Wickets were few as players batted for the greater cause of breaking the record,
letting team mates sleep in the knowledge that they should be able to grab 10 or 15 winks in a few
hours. As Friday evening became Saturday morning and those watching headed for bed, the 40 hour
mark was passed. A break for food, in which the sausages (or was it bacon) disappeared in a flash
(hence my confusion and missing out) before the next 3-hour fielding session begins. My 4 hours
almost complete a tired looking Jody arrives for her 4-hour shift with the book.

Monday 2am - a different scene. The fielders, much quieter than 48 hours before, were dry but a cool
north-westerly wind had picked up. Dipen Dixit arrived for his fifth or sixth session of umpiring, in
addition to the couple of club matches around Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire, at the weekend. Play went
on at the same pace as two days before with up to 25 overs in one hour. | hear that during one session,
two of the players bowled 87 overs between them, without a break, during the rains. Another century,
another 90 or so from Aloia. When Pink bat again the sun starts to rise, the effect of the natural light
creeping across the ground. Little warmth emanates at 6am but the four generators dotted around the
boundary can be switched off for the last time, a sign that the finishing line is in sight. An innings begun
in darkness finishes with an autumnal sunrise.
About right for a Bank Holiday!
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The Notchers have challenged the Scratchers to yet another

The Christmas Cha"enge fireside fixture this year

Readers are invited to accept the Challenge by solving the clues on page 3 to discover how many runs each player
scores. You are invited to complete the scorecard and give the result of the match.

There are no trick questions, and all relevant information is provided in the clues.
Normal Laws of Cricket (updated on 1 ' October 2010) apply (no special regulations).
You should record all these scores in batting order , and complete your solution by giving the result o f the match.

Not all of the questions relate to what is considered ‘essential knowledge for scorers’ but, with a little research into
the MCC Laws of Cricket 2000 Code 4th Edition - 2010 you should be able to work out all of the answers.

The 2000 Code 4th Edition - 2010 can be found at http://www.lords.org/laws-and-spirit/laws-of-cricket/

Please send your entry (limited to one per reader) to arrive with The Third Umpire by 10" January 2010.

The mailing addressis  The Third Umpire, 60 The Lawns, Rolleston-on-Dove, Staffordshire, DE13 9DB
or email johnmbrown60@gmail.com.

All entries will be examined and the names of all those whose entries are correct will be put into the Umpire’s hat,
from which the winner of the prize will be drawn at random.

Visit page 3 to score the Christmas Challenge fireside fixture, and good luck to you all
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The Christmas Challenge

The Notchers’ XI (batting first)

1

9

In a match scheduled to start at 14:00 hrs, the
captains toss at 13:36 hrs: at how many minutes after
13:00hrs is the latest time the captain winning the
toss must notify his decision to bat or to field?

In a two-day match Side A declares their first innings
closed at 227 for 8: how many runs must Side B
score to avoid the possibility of being asked to follow
on?

A member of the fielding side tells the umpires he is
leaving the field for treatment; he is soon ready to
return and is waiting on the boundary edge when the
fourth ball of the over is hit in his direction. He runs
onto the field, picks the ball up as the batsmen turn
for their second run, throws the ball to the wicket-
keeper who removes the bails and appeals with the
striker just short of his ground.

How many runs should be added to the total?

.. and how many of those runs would be credited to
the striker?

.. and which batsman would face the next ball:
Striker (15), non-striker (10), either (5)?

...and how many balls remain to be bowled in the
over?

What is the area of the protected area (in square feet)?

The striker makes a legitimate second strike at the
third ball of the over to protect his wicket; the
batsmen run and, after they have crossed, the fielder
throws the ball in an attempt to run the non-striker
out; the throw misses and the batsmen complete
three runs.

How many runs should be added to the score?

. and which batsman should face the next ball:
Striker (15), non-striker (10), either (5)?

10 A member of the fielding side leaves the field (with

permission) at 15:04 hrs; it starts to rain at 15:17 hrs
and the players leave the field. All members of the
fielding side return to the field to resume play at
15:28 hrs: At how many minutes after 15:00 hrs
would the fielder who had earlier left the field before
allowed to bowl!?

11 The batting side have received a first warning for

causing avoidable damage to the pitch. The umpire
calls and signals Wide ball, the batsmen run 3, but, in
running, cause further avoidable damage to the pitch.
How many runs should be added to the total?

Extras: ... and which batsman should face the next ball:

Striker (15), non-striker (10), either (5)?

(G

The Scratchers’ XI

1 A member of the fielding side leaves the field (with
permission) at 15:04 hrs; it starts to rain at 15:21 hrs
and the players leave the field. All members of the
fielding side return to the field to resume play at
15:28 hrs: at how many minutes after 15;00 hrs
would the fielder who had earlier left the field be al-
lowed to bowl!?

2 A member of the fielding side leaves the field (with
permission) at 15.04 hrs; it starts to rain at 15:17 hrs
and the players leave the field. Play resumes at
15:28 hrs, but the fielder who earlier left the field
does not return until 15:30 hrs: at how many minutes
after 15:00 hrs would he be allowed to bowl!?

3 Side B needs one run to win from the last ball of the
match. The injured striker is batting with a runner: he
hits the ball and runs, the runner and the
non-striker both run. They all reach the other end
safely, but a fielder returns the ball to the wicket-
keeper who removes the bails and appeals.

How many runs should be scored?

4 The scores are level: the striker hits the ball high in
the air, and the batsmen complete one run before the
ball is caught by extra-cover.

How many runs should be scored?

5 How many inches wide is a cricket pitch?

6 Ina match scheduled to start at 13:45 hrs, at how
many minutes after 13:00 hrs is the earliest time at
which the toss may be made?

7 The last hour starts at 18:30 hrs: at 18:41 hrs, after
3.2 overs have been bowled, the players leave the
field for rain. Play resumes at 18:52 hrs.

What is the minimum number of legitimate balls
which remain to be bowled?

8 The striker hits the ball high over long-on where the
fielder steps back over the rope, then jumps and,
while in the air, parries the ball back into the field.
After doing so, the fielder lands with both feet in the
field of play: the batsmen have completed two runs
by the time the ball is returned.

How many runs should be added to the total?

9 The striker hits the ball high over mid-wicket: a fielder
knocks the ball in the air, steps back over the
boundary rope, and returns to complete a catch.

How many runs should be scored?

10 The striker hits the fifth ball of an over, the batsmen
complete two runs and turn for a third when the
bowler deliberately trips the non-striker who remains
on the ground. The ball is thrown to the wicket-keeper
who removes the bails and appeals: how many runs
should be scored?

11 ... and which batsman should face the next ball:
striker (15), non-striker (10), either (5)?

Extras: ... and how many balls remain in the over?
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With just one click you can * B 0
update your scorebook,
scoreboard, statistics and #
live internet scores.
$ #
www.totalcricketscorer.com . .
support@totalcricketscorer.com —— J TGS 27 r ! #$ Yo #&$$




