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I was appointed to score for Italy at an ICC Europe competition and for 
me it was the players' names which presented the biggest challenge. 
   

A number of first choice Italian players were unavailable for the Tournament with the result that the Italian squad was 
a bit of a World Select.  
 

Some of the squad had very Italian names due to their Italian ancestry;  M G Razo, for example, had Italian ancestry 
but also a very Australian accent and did not even speak Italian. Even more surprisingly, I found out speaking to him 
at the airport on the way home that he was the current professional at a club who play only 800 yards away from my 
own Club in Edinburgh!  
 

A real problem related to the name of one of the current Italian players, Alauddin. He was born in Pakistan and only 
has one name, a not unknown occurrence in Pakistan. When he emigrated to Italy several years ago the Italian    im-
migration authorities insisted he had to have at least two names. Mr Alauddin found a simple solution - he split his 
name to become Alaud Din. He also occasionally became known as Din Alaud and all three names are used from 
time to time. As a traditionalist I used his "real" name of Alauddin.  
 

There were also several Sri Lankans in the team. They presented a different problem in that they had several names, 
all very lengthy. The problem was in which order to use the names. Thankfully the names to be used were agreed at 
the pre-tournament meeting with Rod Lyall of Cricket Europe & consultation with the cricket archive website.  
 

The end result was the Italian team fielded usually had two players with 4 initials & one player with no initials!  
The moral of the story is very simple. Before you get anywhere near the score box, make sure you have the correct 
names of your players.  
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